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Message From the Chair—Dick Johanson

Last week will be noted by historians for generations.  Never before has nature so devastated our nation. As

this is written, thousands remain without possessions of any kind. Having just returned from a couple of

weeks in Northern Europe and revisiting the scene of a "scorch the earth" area the size of the nation of

Denmark, we were vividly reminded of the power of people to overcome indescribable hardship.  We, too,

shall overcome our tragedy because of this week's---

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK:

"A Nation's Greatness Resides Not In Her Material Resources

But In Her Will, Faith, Intelligence, And Moral Forces"

Data as a Tool for Education Transformation

 “It’s not complex; it’s just difficult” were the words of Superintendent Laura Schwalm at a recent

statewide business, education & philanthropy summit on education. She was asked to speak because her

district has made remarkable progress toward closing what she calls “the opportunity gap.” Just for the

Kids-California (www.jftk-ca.org) is a free website that helps identify districts who are succeeding in order

to discover approaches that are successful. Garden Grove, which has comparable demographics, has been

both and inspiration and a coach to the ongoing work at Fresno Unified.

From the Just For the Kids Website—What Works

ORGANIZING

THEMES

DISTRICT

PRACTICES

SCHOOL

PRACTICES

CLASSROOM

PRACTICES

Adopt standards, align

curriculum and set goals
for improvement for all

students

Align curriculum with

standards to meet specific
student improvement and

learning goals

Base teaching on standards,

aligned curriculum and agreed
upon adaptation

Recruit, develop and
support strong instructional

leaders and highly qualified
teachers

Select, develop, and
support leadership and staff

based on student learning

Collaborate to increase
knowledge and improve

instructional quality for all
students

Provide research-based

instructional programs;
ensure research-based

practices

Use effective and research

based programs, practices
and arrangements in every

classroom

Use effective and research

based programs, practices and
arrangements

Develop user-friendly
student assessment and data

monitoring systems to track
school, teacher, and student

performance

Use student assessments
and data systems to

monitor teaching and
learning

Monitor student learning at
regular intervals and use this

data to inform instruction

Recognize, intervene or

adjust based on school
leader, teacher and student

performance

Recognize, intervene or

adjust based on teacher and
student performance

Recognize, intervene or adjust

based on student performance




